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gets a live coral cover

NCCR had launched the restoration project in October 2018

D. J. WALTER SCOTT
HAMANATHATPURAM

After the coral reef colonies
in Gulf of Mannar (GoM) wit-
nessed massive bleaching
between 2005 and 2010 and

2016 due to high tempera-

ture and other factors, the
Field Research Centre of the

National Centre for Coastal
Research (NCCR) had
launched coral restoration
project and has successfully
extended the live coral cover
in dead coral reef areas.
The NCCR had launched
the restoration project dur-
ing October 2018 around the
islands in GoM region and
used species such as acropo-
ra porites, favites, goniastrea
and montipora corals for the
restoration programme, an
official release said.
“Initially we used the co-
ral fragment sizes of 6 to 9
cm and after an year's inter-
val, we observed 12 to 20 cm
g:mw'lh rate. The acropora
species gained maximum
growth rate mmpared to
other species,” the release
said.
Thanks to the success, the
NCCR proposes to place
these restored coral colonies

Coral reefs in wﬁnussﬁges of growth in Gulf of Mannar. =

ed , through tran-
splmlaﬁonmeﬁmdwhembv
dmlnpmg a mew 'habitat
creation’, it said.

“Also these restored co-
rals will be replaced in the
dead reels areas to rebuild
and maintain sustainable
reef ecosystem,” the release

Restoration of corals in
the dead reef areas in GoM
became imperative to pro-
tect reel biodiversity after
massive bleaching events re-
corded during the years

in sites where no corals exist- 2005 to 2010 and in 2016, it

Man held for

Palice attormnt to reform

said.

“Coral reef restoration is
one of the important man-
agement strategies to restore
reef ecosystem from degrad-
ed, damaged, or destroyed
state to healthy reel condi-
tion,” it said.

The NCCR has studied co-
ral reel monitoring in GoM,
Lakshadweep Islands, Anda-
man Islands, Malvan and
Gulf of Kutch under the
World Bank project, it said
adding the NCCR has set up
Field Research Centre at
Mandapam for long term

“of Mannar once again

monitoring coral reef status
in respect of climate change
and also focused on restora-
tion of corals.

Ministry of Earth Sciences
has implemented the Re-
search and Development ac-
tivities in the GoM, under
the guidance of NCCR Direc
tor MV. Ramana Murthy. T
Shunmugaraj, Scientist-F,
Project coordinator and Pro
ject scientists CH, Ramesh
and S. Koushik were in
volved in studies to find owt
the status of coral reefs in
GoM.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRECH
The Economic Offences
Wing -1l here has asked de-
pusitors to lodge complaint
against Chendur Fincorp -
a private firm involved in
online trading at Thillai Na:
gar here after it found dur-
ing investigation that the
firm had cheated several
depaositors after accepting
deposits exceeding € 250
crore from them and failed
to repay.
The unincorporated en-
tity was being run by its
CE0  Mutharamalingam
and his wife Bharathi with
out obtaining permission
from the Reserve Bank of
india and the SEBI. The
firm promised to pay ¥300
per day for five days a weel
to depositors if they invest-
ed 35,000 and promised
to pay 40 per cent dividend
along with the principal
amount at the end of ma-
turity period. =

The Economic Offences
asked affected

Wing has
depositors to lodge com

plaint against the firm with
They
could contact the mobile
number 94981-05856 [or
more information in cone

relevant documents.

nection with the case,

North police nugm
men near the {8th M
on the Cumbum Mettu Gl
Road and confiscated 13200 °
lottery  tickels worth
19,600, In adother case
earlier this month, lm
ice setzed lottery
worth 28 800, In the past
two months, the police hm
booked byver 10 cases under
the Tamil Nadu Lonery la;-
ulation Act and. lﬂ!r
tery  tickets \
76,000,

“We are ﬁndingh‘ﬂﬂr
lenge to curb the ol
banned lottery as the district

l:mﬂmkzmh_lﬂamﬂs ncate fr
from sources help us Gind pulie

fenders who are people be
longing 10 a large spectry
People indulging in ¢
lottery tickets see it
money. And p ‘
rickets is also
just have 1o cros

Even cases 1
lery oK
150 w



